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I have the honor of informing you that Congress have 
deemed it expedient in the present situation of affairs, to refer 
their negotiations with his Catholic Majesty to the federal Govern- 
ment, which is to assemble in March next. The dissolution of one 
Government and the establishment of another, form a period little 
adapted to negotiations, especially in a popular Government. The 
inconveniences which thence arise are obvious, and need not be 
enumerated, especially as you are well apprized that the term of the 
present Congress is nearly expired, & that a succeeding Congress 
adequate to such business, will not probably convene during the 
winter. 

As these facts render the measure in question proper, I am per- 
suaded you will so represent and explain it to his Catholic Majesty, 
as that it may be ascribed to the peculiar situation of our national 
Government and not to any desire or disposition to postpone a 
business which it is the interest of both parties to have speedily and 
satisfactorily settled. 

I have the honor to be &, 


JOHN JAY 
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